
MINUTES OF LICENSING PANEL MEETING - WEDNESDAY, 7 APRIL 2021 
 
 

 
Present:  
 
Councillors 
 
Baker Mrs Callow JP Hunter  
 
In Attendance:  
 
Sarah Chadwick, Democratic Governance Advisor 
Sharon Davies, Senior Licensing Solicitor 
 
1 APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN 
 
The Licensing Panel considered the appointment of a Chairman for the meeting. 
 
Resolved: 
That Councillor Hunter be appointed Chairman for the meeting. 
 
2 DECLARATION OF INTEREST - LICENSING 
 
There were no declarations of interest on this occasion. 
 
3 PROCEDURE FOR THE MEETING 
 
The Chairman explained the procedure for the meeting, including the order in which the 
applicant and representations would be heard, and that the decision of the Panel would 
be communicated by email within 48 hours. 
 
4 APPLICATION FOR A NEW PREMISES LICENCE - JD DRINKWATERS ALE HOUSE, 75 
HIGHFIELD ROAD, BLACKPOOL, FY4 2JE 
 
The Licensing Panel considered an application for a new Premises Licence for JD 
Drinkwaters Ale House, 75 Highfield Road, Blackpool. 
 
Representations had been received from Mr A Ross and Mr J Ross who did not appear at 
the hearing but whose comments were considered by the Panel. Mr A Ross had given 
notice that he was unable to attend due to work commitments and invited the Panel to 
consider an earlier closing time than midnight as proposed in the application on Thursday 
to Sunday evenings as he believed this would address his concerns. 
 
Mr James Drinkwater appeared on behalf of the applicant JD Drinkwaters Limited and 
addressed the concerns raised in the written representations. He assured the Panel that 
the proposed premises would be operated responsibly and drew Members’ attentions to 
the Police mediation agreement in which a number of conditions had been agreed with 
Lancashire Constabulary in respect of control measures for the premises. 
 
In response to the suggestion that the premises should close earlier than midnight, Mr 
Drinkwater expressed the view that as other similar establishments in the vicinity already 
operated to midnight he felt this would cause him an unfair disadvantage. He did not 
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believe the granting of the application would have an adverse impact on public nuisance 
by generating any additional noise and stated a desire to work with the authorities and 
local businesses to prevent any risk of anti-social behaviour. 
 
It was confirmed that there was no intention to serve hot food or hot drinks at the 
premises and Mr Drinkwater therefore agreed that the provision of late night 
refreshment could be removed. 
 
The Licensing Panel considered the application and representations and concluded that 
the hours applied for were suitable and in keeping with other premises in the area. It 
therefore agreed to grant the application for the sale of alcohol and playing of recorded 
music but to remove late night refreshment as a licensable activity. 
 
Resolved: 
That the application for a Premises Licence in respect of JD Drinkwaters Ale House, 75 
Highfield Road, be granted for the sale of alcohol and the playing of recorded music 
subject to the conditions agreed with Lancashire Constabulary but that late night 
refreshment be removed as a licensable activity. 
  
  
  
  
Chairman 
  
(The meeting ended 2.23 pm) 
  
Any queries regarding these minutes, please contact: 
Sarah Chadwick Democratic Governance Advisor 
Tel: 01253 477153 
E-mail: sarah.chadwick@blackpool.gov.uk 


